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The Emiquon National Wildlife Refuge
uring the last five years, the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service
has conducted environmental and
economic assessments, held public hear-
ings, coordinated federal and state involve-
ment, and begun acquiring land for an
ambitious new wildlife refuge at the
confluence of the Spoon and Illinois Riv-
ers in Fulton County, Illinois. When car-
ried to fruition, the Emiquon National
Wildlife Refuge will encompass about
11,000 acres of land from the mouth of
Sister Creeks to just below Spoon River (six
miles) and from the shore of the Illinois

River to the blufftops three miles west.
Today, use of the refuge location is en-
tirely agriculrural. For the last seventy-five
years the Illinois River has been walled off
from these bottomlands, their rich agricul-
tural potential put to use growing crops
and raising livestock. In important ways,
this land use has protected the bottoms.
The proposed refuge includes two drained
backwater-lake beds, Flagg and Thompson
Lakes, the latter of which was one of the
largest backwaters along the Illinois River.
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Above: A view r)f the proposed refuge site

[from the observation deck of the Dickson

Mounds Museum. Photo by Gary
Andrashko.

The Emiquon National Wildlife Refuge is planned to encompass about 11,000 acres of the
Illinois River bottom land near Havana, lllinois. (Map courtesy of Outdoor 1llinois and
Hlinois Department of Natural Resources)

Duane Esarey, ISM Assistant Curator, Dickson Mounds Museum







